Collaboration
 Between
 National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) Pakistan
 and 
State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research (SKLEC) China
During December 1-7, 2011, Dr Ali Rashid TABREZ (Acting Director General) and Dr. Samina KIDWAI (Research Officer) from the National Institute of Oceanography, Pakistan visited the State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research (SKLEC), East China Normal University (ECNU), and had a full discussion with Prof. Jing Zhang, Yunxuan Zhou, and colleagues from SKLEC on the collaborations between SKLEC/ECNU and NIO on the coastal and marine sciences. Taking into consideration of an agreement on science and technology cooperation between China and Pakistan, it is proposed that collaboration can be carried out in the cross-disciplinary domains in estuarine and marine sciences, as follows:

1. Two Joint research projects 

· Sediment transport & flux studies under climate change and human activities in the Indus River delta and Yangtze River Delta 
· Eco-system approach to conservation in the Indus delta and Southern China 

2. Capacity Building Initiatives

· SKLEC/ECNU will continue enroll PhD students from Pakistan through collaborations with NIO at ECNU through the funding of CSC (i.e. China Scholarship Council) and Ministry of Education. Potential students at PhD and MSc levels.
· SKLEC/ECNU has the capacity to host two scientists from NIO for short-term (i.e. 1-3 months each) in 2012. 

· March-April, 2012: ECNU scientists visit NIO for field visit. 

· Joint workshop can be arranged in September/October, 2012.

Expected Outcomes of Collaboration
Based on the cooperative studies of SKLEC/ECNU and NIO, the expected outputs can be beyond the outreach of individual parties, which include:
· Co-directorship of PhD programs and training activities
· Joint publications in international journals
· Exchange of research staff and sharing knowledge and/or techniques
· Joint contributions in international activities, e.g. IGBP-LOICZ, IGBP-IMBER, SCOR Working Groups and projects of UNESCO/IOC.
